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INTERNATIONAL
SUMMIT

A European couple hire two Parisian designers
to update a nondescript house in Aspen,
and the result is a refreshingly Continental take on a mountain chalet
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ALY e '" of a once pedestrian, now chic yet under-
stated house in Aspen, Colorado, are unconditional fans of Paris-
based decorator Caroline Sarkozy. “We love everything about her
style,” the wife raves. “It’s classic but modern, comfortable and
warm without being fussy. And we like that our house doesn’t feel
like a clinic. We're not keen on everything being bare and spare.”
Sarkozy herself attributes her eclectic aesthetic to her nomadic
childhood. Although she was born in Paris and is half-sister to
the former French president, her upbringing took a global route
when her mother, Christine de Ganay, married American diplomat
Frank G. Wisner, who has served as the U.S. ambassador to Zambia,
Egypt, the Philippines, and India,

The clients have a similarly international profile. The husband was
born in Iran and raised in England; his wife is Swedish. They were
drawn to Aspen not simply by the allure of winter sports but for the
sunny, culturally rich summer months, a highlight of which is the
season-long Aspen Music Festival. “I’ve never been to a place that
offers so many things,” she says, “There's music every day, every-
where. There’s hiking, fishing, and biking. Plus, if you want Prada
and Gucci and Nobu, you have that too.”

The couple have a decade-long relationship with Sarkozy, who
initially revamped several rooms in the husband’s London apart-
ment and decorated a home for his mother. For the Aspen project,
Sarkozy collaborated with French architect Laurent Bourgois,
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not very big, but had cathedral-like ceilings.” In their place, lower,
but larger, spaces were created. The sloping ceilings on the second
floor, for instance, are six feet beneath the actual roofline.

Style-wise, the owners initially wanted interiors that had the feel
of a log cabin—*“But that’s not what we inherited,” says Sarkozy.
“That would have been at odds with the exterior.” Instead, she and
Bourgois sought to conjure the look of a European chalet—less
hokey, more luxe. They imported wood from Canada for the door
and window frames, wall paneling, bookshelves, ceilings, and
beams. They also installed a stone fireplace in the library. The most
rustic-chic touch is the wall treatment in the dining room, which
consists of a geometric partern created with birch marquetry. “It’s a
material that has alife and peels,” Sarkozy says. To avoid disintegra-
tion, she applied a layer of varnish.

In contrast, the furnishings steer clear of mountain clichés. In def-
erence to the origin of the lady of the house, there are smatterings of
Scandinavian design. One of the first items found for the home was
aJosef Frank floral-print cabinet. “It reminds me of my childhood in
Sweden,” the wife says. “It was one of those iconic pieces of furni-
ture when I'was growing up.” Others have a more local provenance.
The use of muted reds, greens, and blues was inspired by old Ameri-
can barns, and the artworks include a Clifford Ross photograph of
nearby Mount Sopris.

The chandelier in the entry hall, meanwhile, is one of the rare
exceptions to the anti~log-cabin rule. It’s made of deer antlers—as
classically Western as it gets. Bourgois says, “There had to be atleast
one thing-—an homage to the spectacular surroundings.” ®
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